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PREFACE 



John Kenneth Duprees' s sudden death on December 29, 1967 summarily 
terminated the significant contributions he was making to the amelioration 
of blindness through the application of technology. 

He had just completed 3 years as founding Director of the Center for 
Sensory Aids Evaluation and Development, a novel organization dedicated to 
testing the utility of sensory devices for the blind and, where warranted, 
improving their engineering and human factors aspects in order that they 
might become truly valuable to the blind. Beyond this evaluation and development, 
Kr. Dupress, through his wide and varied contacts across the spectrum of 
research, application, and rehabilitation, ceaselessly explored ways to exploit 
useful devices and systems. 

Part of this annual report had been prepared by Hr. Dupress prior to 
his death. The numbing consequences of his passing, the immediate pressure 
to document the Proceedings of the just completed First Mobility Conference, 
the preparations for and subsequent documentation of the Braille Conference 
at the American Printing House, the maintenance of momentum of the Center's 
programs, and the difficult search for a successor for Mr. Dupress, just 
reaching completion, have all militated against the preparation of a detailed 
annual report comparable to its two predecessors. 

We believe that this somewhat abbreviated document, together with the 
supplementary mobility and braille Conference proceedings represent an adequate 
report of last year's work. The program for the current year represents 
continuations and extensions of some aspects of the previous program. The 
new Director will shortly be interacting with the Center staff and with the 
members of the Steering and National Advisory Committees in charting a course 
for the Center which will capitalize on the firm foundation of John Kenneth 
Dupress Is in augural three years and which will identify the maximum potential 
directions of the future. 



Robert W. Mann 

Chairman, Steering Committee 
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I. INTRODUCTION 



The Sensory Aids Evaluation and Development Center was established on 
September 1, 1964 under Contract SAV-1036-65 from the Vocational Rehabilitation 
Administration, now the Social Rehabilitation Administration, Department 
of Health, Education, and Welfare and continued during year 1966 and 1967 under 

Contracts SAV-1045-66* and SAV-1057-67. 

During the fiscal year 1967 ending November 30, members of the staff 

included : 

Mr. John K. Dupress, Managing Director 

Mr. George F. Dalrymple, Electrical Engineer 

Mr. Norman Berube, Mechanical Technician 

Mr. Alexander Glimcher, Electrical Technician 

Miss Sylvia Tufenkjian, Psychologist 

Miss Lynn Lederer, Secretary 

In addition to the regular staff members, the following persons 
performed work on specific projects (on a part-time basis) during the third 
contract year: 

Mr. Murray Bumstine, Mechanical Engineer 

Mr. Ernest Cataldo, Electrical Engineer 

Mr. Peter Duran, Mathematician 

Mr. Lindsay Russell, Electrical Engineer 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Schack, Computer Programming 

The Steering Committee and the National Advisory Committee provide 
necessary leadership and advice. 

The scope of activities, as outlined in the initial contract, is as 
follows : 

"The Center *s activities consist of the following: (1) Evaluation of 
existing sensory aids and devices: (2) Locations of new and promising aids 
for evaluation: (3) To encourage others to develop new aids which then can 
be submitted for production engineering at the Center; (4) In conjunction 
with the above, but to a lesser degree, development of new sensory aids 
for the blind; (5) Development of training principles and techniques for 
blind users of the sensory aids: (6) Behavioral research with blind users 
under field conditions: and (7) Development of objective standards to evaluate 
such devices. 

Basic research and development will not constitute a major activity of 
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the Center." 

During the first contract year, the Center concentrated on staffing, 
facilities, laboratory equipment, arrangements with rehabilitation agencies 
and local manufacturers, and reliability engineering of prototypes. 

During the second and third years, emphasis was placed on final field 
testing, production engineering, and negotiations with rehabilitation 
facilities for applications. 



